Insurance Professional of the Year Award
MI Council of NAIW


Criteria for Judging 
· NAIW Involvement 
· Education 
· Industry involvement
· Essay 

State Rules 
· Each NAIW local association can submit only one member as a candidate for the award. 
· Each Member-at-Large within the state can apply as a candidate for the award. 

Who is Eligible: 
· Candidates who have been
· Employed in the insurance field for at least ten years
· An active member of NAIW for at least five years
· Members with dual memberships are eligible only as a representative of their association of record. 

· Current members of the International Board of Directors and previous International winners are not eligible to compete

· IMPORTANT:  Once a member received the Regional Insurance Professional of the Year Award they may not apply for that same award for three calendar years.  
On What is Judging Based: 

Judging is based on two submissions from the candidates: 
· Activity Summary Form - information suppliant on this form must be for the period indicated for specific questions

· Essay Question - replies to some questions may require a separate piece of paper. 
· FULLY ANSWERING [OR LISTING] EACH QUESTION [AWARD CRITERIA] IS REQUIRED FROM ALL CANDIDATES. 

How to Fill Out and Submit an Application: 
· Applications may be submitted either electronically or by mail. 
· If submitted electronically, include all information requested within the application. 
· If application is mailed, send the original plus four (4) copies with all required attachments to the Awards Chair. 
· The Awards Chair is responsible for confirming the eligibility of the nominee, the length of the essay, and that all appropriate information is attached. 
· All submissions must be received by the Awards Chair no later than 5:00 p.m. Friday, August 8, 2008.  Any submission received after this date will be considered disqualified.   (Deadline is strictly enforced.) 
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How the Application will be Judged: 
The Awards Chair is responsible for the following: 
· Sends the Activity Summary Form and Essay from each candidate to each judge, with a scoring sheet. 
· Specifies the date by which the judges must return the forms to the Awards Chair

· The judges score the Activity Summary Forms and Essays as indicated on the scoring sheet. The Awards Chair verifies the addition of the point totals for each candidate. 
· If a tie occurs, the candidate with the highest “NAIW Involvement” points is deemed the winner of the award. 
After Judging is Completed: 
· The Awards Chair submits the following information to the Regional Vice President for each Award Winner. This information should be sent as soon as possible after the winner is selected.  
· Name 
· Completed and signed application 
· Activity Summary Form 
· Essay 

IMPORTANT: Under no circumstance should the completed judge’s forms ever be shown or given to the contestants or any other member. The judges’ forms must be destroyed immediately after the winner is determined. 
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Scoring Sheet 

Judge’s Name (Please print) ___________________________________________________ 

Candidate ___________________________________________________________________


Date______________________ 
Association____________________________________

SECTION I 
NAIW Involvement 
This section describes the amount and consistency of the candidate’s participation in NAIW and all levels of the association.
Maximum—25 points 
Score _________________ 
SECTION II 
Education 
This section describes the candidate’s active pursuit of continuing professional education, both from NAIW and other sources.

Maximum—25 points 
Score _________________ 
SECTION III 
Industry Involvement 
This section describes the candidate’s participation in the insurance industry.

Maximum—25 points 
Score _________________ 
Section IV 
Essay 
On a separate sheet of paper (must be typed, double spaced), prepare a 500-word essay that describes what you have accomplished in your professional insurance career.  This essay should include interesting ideas that are logically and coherently arranged.

Maximum—25 points 
Score _________________ 
TOTAL (maximum 100) Score ___________ 
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(Form must be typed and completed by applicant) 
[lf submitting by mail, please send Original and Four (4) Copies]

PURPOSE:
To recognize an individual who in pursuing a career has contributed to the insurance industry though education, creation of industry alliances or legislative activities.

Name and Designations: ________________________________________________________


Date of Membership: ___________________________________________________________


Address: ____________________________________________________________________


Day Phone: _________________________

Home Phone: _______________________ 
Local Association: ___________________________________________ 
(Not applicable for M-A-Ls)

Region: __________ (The region must be completed by all candidates) 

Year joined NAIW___________ 
Has your membership been continuous since then?  ___ Yes       ___ No (If not, please explain)

Year entered insurance industry ________________


SECTION I 
NAIW Involvement 

Please read each question carefully. Limit your responses to the last ten years. Some responses may require a separate sheet of paper. Please note on the sheet of paper which question you are answering. Include appropriate information.  Items that do not have the appropriate information will not be considered. 
Local 
· List with dates each elected office, committee chaired, and committee membership. 
· List the percentage of local association meetings that you attend on annual basis. 
· List the dates of any awards of merit or special recognition that you received from your local association. 
· List dates for any local CWC speak-off in which you participated. Indicate if you won. 
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Council 
· List dates for any time that you have served as council director or director-elect, chaired a position (appointed or elected), or served on any other council committee or position. 
· List the number of meetings that your council has held in the last ten years and how many of them that you attended. 
· List the dates of any awards of merit or special recognition that you have received from your council. 
· List dates for any council CWC speak-off in which you participated. Indicate if you won. 

Regional 
· List dates that you served as regional vice-president, chaired committees, served on any other regional committee (include position held), or served on a regional conference committee (include position held). 
· List how many of the past 10 regional conferences that you attended. 
· List dates for any of the following regional events in which you participated. Indicate if 
you won. 
· CWC speak-offs 
· Rookie, Claims Professional, or Insurance Professional of the Year Awards 

International 
· List the dates and office for each elected office that you have held at the International 
level. Also list the dates for the following: 
· committees that you chaired 
· memberships on International committees 
· memberships on International convention committees 
· List how many of the last 10 International conventions you have attended. 
· List date(s) for any International CWC speak-off in which you participated. Indicate if you won

· List the dates and names of any awards of merit or special recognition that you have won at the International level and have not listed elsewhere. 
· List the names of focus groups and the dates of your membership in the groups

SECTION II 
Education 
Base your answers on the past five years unless otherwise indicated. 
· List specific titles and dates of any NAIW course that you have completed. 
· List specific titles and dates of each insurance-related workshop or seminar that you have attended. 
· List specific titles and dates of each insurance-related workshop or seminar that you have taught (not on-the-job). 
· List specific titles and dates of each insurance-related course of at least one-day duration that you have taught (not on-the-job). 
· List any degrees or designations that you have earned (no time limit). 
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SECTION III 
Industry Involvement 
Base your answers on the past ten years unless otherwise indicated. 
· List specific titles and dates of each activity that involved speaking to a related industry or consumer group on insurance or NAIW (not job related). 
· List the following committees/offices/dates for 
· each committee that you served on or chaired 
· each elected office that you held 
· membership in non-NAIW industry association (include committees served on and chaired) 
· List meeting names and dates for each non-NAIW industry association, council, regional, and International meeting that you attended. 
· List awards, dates, and sponsoring associations for each award of merit or special recognition that you received from an industry organization or other industry body. 
· List any participation that you have had in the Insurance Scholarship Foundation of America. 

SECTION IV 
Essay: 
On a separate sheet of paper, (must be typed, double-spaced) prepare a 500-word essay that responds to one of the three items listed below. 
1. What industry alliances and personal and professional networks have you developed as a result of your involvement with NAIW? Be specific - discuss the alliances and networks as well as benefits to you. 
2. Describe your educational pursuits particularly with respect to how those pursuits increased your professionalism and helped you attain positions of greater responsibility in the industry. 

3. Discuss your involvement with your legislature and the active role that you have taken to impact legislative activity in your area. 

Employment:

Indicate insurance employment (list most recent first):
	Dates of Employment

	Employer
	Positions held
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